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SUBJECT: ISRAELI REACTION TO BEGIN S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

1 . SUMMARY: THERE IS A GENERAL AIR OF EXPECTATION IN THE 
COUNTRY AS PRIME MINISTER BEGIN DEPARTS FOR WASHINGTON. 

THIS EXPECTATION IS REFLECTED IN PRESS COMMENTS, IN REMARKS 
HEARD IN THE CORRIDORS OF THE KNESSET, AND AMONG 
PRIVATE ISRAELI CITIZENS. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF BEGIN'S 

TRIP CAME AS A TRUE SURPRISE, ALTHOUGH ISRAELIS ARE 
BECOMING MORE AND MORE INURED TO SURPRISES AND DRAMATIC 
DEVELOPMENTS. END SUMMARY 

2. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF BEGIN'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

CAME TOO LATE FOR THE MORNING PAPERS. THE AFTERNOON EDITIONS 
REPORTED THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND COMMENTS FOCUSED 
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PRIMARILY ON REPORTS THAT THE PRIME MINISTER IS TAKING 
WITH HIM A PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF THE WEST BANK. IT IS 
GENERALLY ASSUMED THAT THE PLAN CALLS FOR SOME KIND OF 
FUNCTIONAL SOLUTION. THERE IS SOME CRITICISM THAT THIS 
PLAN WOULD NOT BE SUCCESSFUL, ALTHOUGH IT IS RECOGNIZED 
AS PERHAPS THE BEST WAY OUT OF A DIFFICULT SITUATION. 

TADMOR WRITES IN DA VAR FOR EXAMPLE THAT THE PLAN WOULD BE 
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A TIME BOMB BECAUSE: THE PLO WILL INCITE TROUBLES IN THE 
WEST BANK, JORDAN WILL PRESS FOR THE REMOVAL OF ANY 
ISRAELI FORCES, SYRIA WILL SEEK TO ENLARGE UPON EVERY 
INCIDENT, AND THE SOVIET UNION WILL, OF COURSE, FAN THE FLAMES. 

3. THE AIR OF EXPECTATION IS ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTAIN 
FEELING OF APPREHENSION. WHILE ISRAELIS ARE AWARE 
THAT THE MOMENT OF TRUTH IS APPROACHING WHEN THE GOI MUST 
RESPOND TO SADAT'S PEACE OFFENSIVE, THEY ARE CONCERNED 
ABOUT THAT RESPONSE BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF INFORMATION ON 
THE PRECISE NATURE OF BEGIN S PROPOSAL. ISRAELIS ARE ALSO 
CONCERNED THAT THESE VITAL DECISIONS ARE 
BEING MADE BY A SMALL NUMBER OF MINISTERS AND 
NOT BY THE GOVERNMENT AS A WHOLE. BEGIN S OBSESSION WITH 
SECRECY, COMBINED WITH HIS DETERMINATION THAT HE BE SEEN 
AS A STRONG LEADER WHO IS CAPABLE OF TAKING A DECISIVE 
STEP TOWARD PEACE, IS SEEN TO HAVE LED HIM TO HOLD HIS PLAN 
VERY CLOSE. FOR EXAMPLED, ADIVA NOF OF THE DMC 
TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER AT THE KNESSET THAT BEGIN 
HAS ADOPTED A "PRESIDENTIAL" STYLE OF GOVERNING 
WHICH HE FINDS TROUBLING. OTHER COALITION MKS ALSO 
EXPRESSED SIMILAR MISGIVINGS: MEIR COHEN OF HERUT 
TOLD US THE KNESSET HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF BEGIN'S 
STRATEGIES AT ALL AND EHUD ULMERT OF LA' AM SAID THE 
SAME THING, ALTHOUGH HE ADDED THIS WAS TO BE EXPECTED 
IN THE CURRENT DELICATE STAGE OF EVENTS. 
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4. DURING A VISIT TO YEDIOT AHARONOT, WE WERE TOLD BY 
SENIOR STAFF MEMBERS THAT THEY ARE UNEASY ABOUT THE 
BEGIN TRIP. THEY SAID THEIR UNEASE DOES NOT ARISE FROM 
MISTRUST OF BEGIN-THEY ARE PRIMARILY SUPPORTERS OF 
HIM-BUT FROM A SENSE OF CONFUSION ABOUT HIS ACTIONS. 

THIS UNEASE REFLECTS THE FACT THAT ISRAELIS ARE NOT 
ACCUSTOMED TO THE PRESENT INABILITY OF THE PRESS TO ASCERTAIN 
DETAILS OF POLICIES; IN AN EDITORIAL ENTITLED 

"THE PEACE ICEBERG." MAARIV SAID THAT THE INVISIBLE 
PART OF THE CURRENT PEACE MAKING PROCESS IS TEN TIMES 
BIGGER THAN THE VISIBLE PART. 

5. SOME OBSERVERS ALSO QUESTION BEGIN S TACTICS. THEY 
THINK HE WILL BE DISAPPOINTED IN HIS APPARENT GOAL OF 
OBTAINING PRESIDENT CARTER'S ENDOURSEMENT OF HIS PLAN. 

IN ANY CASE, BEGIN SEEMS TO HAVE DEPARTED FROM HIS PRINCIPLE- 
DECLARED REPEATEDLY DURING HIS JULY VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON-OF NOT COORDINATING HIS POSITIONS ON 
BORDERS OR THE WEST BANK WITH THE U.S., BUT INSTEAD 
RESERVING HIS BARGAINING FOR HIS ARAB ADVERSARIES 
ACROSS THE NEGOTIATING TABLE. 
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